


 

 

      The First Coast FreeThinker is published for 
FCFS members, other freethinkers, and potential 
freethinkers.  Nonmembers may receive three 
issues free of charge, after which they must join 
the FCFS to continue to receive hard copy. 
      Readers are invited and encouraged to reprint 
our original materials provided they give credit to 
this publication.  The officials of the FCFS are not 
responsible for opinions or other statements 
expressed in this newsletter.  The FreeThinker is 
intended to convey ideas that stimulate thought 
and promote discussion on a variety of subjects. 
      We welcome submissions.  The deadline is the  
FOURTH SATURDAY of each month for the 
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Editor: Hugo Borresen  779-6883 
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following month’s issue.  Submit contributions to 
the newsletter by e-mail to Hugo (see above), or 
by U.S. mail to Hugo Borresen, 8831 Taurus 
Circle South, Jacksonville, FL 32222.   
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HUMANIST BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPHUMANIST BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP  
 

When: 2:00 p.m., the first Sunday of each month. 
Where: Borders Books, 8801 Southside Blvd., 519-6500, books are 

 usually in stock. 
What: Books/magazines planned for discussion: 

 

• June 7, 2009 - Three Cups of Tea:  One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace  … One School at a Time, 
by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin 

• July 5, 2009 - The Jesuit and the Skull: Teilhard De Chardin, Evolution, and the Search for Peking 
Man, by Amir D. Aczel.  

T he clash between science and superstition is an important theme in this book. A respected pa-
leontologist, a Jesuit priest named Teilhard, was a member of the team of scientists who dis-
covered the remains of Peking Man at Dragon Bone Hill in 1929. Peking Man is a promising 

candidate for the “missing link” in human evolution. A certain elegant irony lies just beneath the 
surface of Aczel’s story. Teilhard took pleasure in scientific trips to Spain and France to view cave 
paintings—the first stirrings of religious imagination in early human beings that walked upright. 
Tens of thousands of years after the stirrings, the worst features of organized religion distorted and 
delimited the life and work of this visionary, whom the inheritors of the Inquisition saw as a danger-
ous heretic. Only after Teilhard’s death were his more important works printed, and only because he 
put the manuscripts beyond church control by bequeathing them to one of the women who had be-
friended him. He is considered “the Galileo of the 20th century. 
     For more information, contact Jewell Kross at JKross@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org.   
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cause” are the struggle for either 
basic civil rights or our constitu-
tional rights. 

Evidence of homophobia and 
oppression of homosexuals can 
be traced back in history as far 
as you want to go. Believe it or 
not, communism was not the 
only thing on Joseph 
McCarthy’s “un-American 
laundry list” of activities 
deemed as subversive or a 
risk to national security.  
Homosexuality was not 
only on the list, the FBI 
and other law enforce-
ment agencies kept lists of 
establishments frequented 
by homosexuals and their 
clientele. Homosexuals 
were considered a security 
risk because they were 
prone to blackmail. They were 
probably prone to blackmail be-
cause they had to keep their ho-
mosexuality a secret. Had sexual 
orientation been a nonissue, 
blackmail would not have been a 
concern. During the late 1940s, 
thousands of people were dis-
charged from the military and 
hundreds fired from their gov-
ernment jobs—for nothing other 

than their sexual orientation. 
The U.S. government was di-
rectly involved in the vilification 
of some of its own citizens. 

Running parallel with and 
similar to the problems facing 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender citizens, was the 
civil rights movement for people 
of color. Both were similar in 

that basic rights were being de-
nied to each group. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., in his “I’ve 
Been to the Mountaintop” 
speech, put it bluntly, yet elo-
quently, when he said:  

“All we say to America is, ‘Be 
true to what you said on paper.’ 
If I lived in China or even Rus-
sia, or any totalitarian country, 
maybe I could understand the 

denial of certain basic First 
Amendment privileges, because 
they hadn’t committed them-
selves to that over there. But 
somewhere I read of the freedom 
of assembly. Somewhere I read of 
the freedom of speech. Some-
where I read of the freedom of 
the press. Somewhere I read that 
the greatness of America is the 
right to protest for right.” 

     Now fast forward to the 
present. A non-religious 
person has hardly a 
chance of winning an elec-
tion, whether it is for a 
local, state, or federal of-
fice. Public schools are be-
ing bombarded by at-
tempts to teach religious 
ideas as science. Prayers 
to religious deities are be-
ing preached, sung, and 
shouted in public events 

sponsored by government. 
Somewhere I read that Con-

gress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. Somewhere I read there 
will be no religious test for a 
government office. We can never 
give up on what Dr. King said: 
“Be true to what you said on 
paper.” 

June 2009 President’s Message 
(Continued from page 1) 

From a ’70s Gay Liberation Front Poster 

News Snippet   
 

T he planned joint ticket deal of the Cincinnati Zoo and the Creation Mu-
seum which touts young-earth creationism is off. The museum is a project 
of Answers in Genesis, a conservative religious group. The deal was 

called off by officials of the public-supported zoo as a result of dozens of angry 
calls and e-mails complaining about the partnership and its promotion of 
“scientifically inaccurate materials,” as reported by the National Center for Sci-
ence Education on December 1, 2008 (see http://ncseweb.org/news/2008/12/creation-museum-
rebuffed-by-cincinnati-zoo-003128).   
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M ost Christians go 
through life without 
really understanding 

the book that they assert so en-
thusiastically to be God’s revela-
tion to the world.  When I was a 
Christian, I was told how impor-
tant it was to “get into the word.”  
I felt that if I read and discussed 
the Bible with others that God’s 
spirit would inspire me to a 
deeper understanding 
of the truth that lay be-
neath the surface of the 
words that I saw on the 
printed page.  Nothing 
was more important to 
me than to extricate 
God’s roadmap for my 
life from Biblical pas-
sages that were often difficult to 
understand but well worth the 
effort of deciphering.  I could not 
have been more wrong. 

What Biblical scholar Bart 
Ehrman asserts in his new book 
Jesus, Interrupted is that most 
Christians are not aware of the 
scholarship in this last century 
that has transformed our under-
standing of the Bible in ways 
that would shock most Chris-
tians whose only contact with the 
book has been the sermons heard 
from the church pulpit.  Here are 
some of the highlights from Ehr-
man’s book.  Most Christians do 
not know that:   
♦ The gospels were not written 

by any of Jesus’s disciples 

and only seven of the letters 
attributed to Paul were cer-
tain to have been written by 
him. 

♦ Some of the most cherished 
stories in the gospels like the 
aborted stoning of the woman 
caught in the act of adultery 
were likely not in the original 
gospels of the Bible.  Instead, 
they were inserted by scribes 
copying the gospels in later 
years.  

♦ There are many often irrec-
oncilable contradictions in 
the gospels.  These contradic-
tions not only involve histori-
cal facts about Jesus, but also 
involve considerable differ-
ences of opinion among the 
gospel writers about what 
Jesus had accomplished.  Did 
Jesus die for our sins?  Mark 
says yes.  Luke says no.  

♦ Some important Christian 
dogmas did not originate 
with Jesus or his disciples, 
such as the suffering messiah 
and the trinity.  Also, there 
was a difference of opinion 
concerning Jesus’s divinity 
among the gospel writers, 
with Mark painting the pic-
ture of a mortal man ap-

pointed by God 
as the Mes-
siah, to John 
depicting the 
pre-existent 
divine word 
made flesh. 
He introduces his readers to 

the historical-critical approach to 
understanding the Bible.  This 
approach attempts to analyze the 
biblical writings in their original 
historical context.  Who were the 

writers of the books 
in the Bible?  To 
what audience were 
the books addressed?  
What were the cul-
tural influences that 
molded the ideas ex-
pressed in these 

books?  How did these books 
evolve over time?   

This approach is quite differ-
ent from the devotional approach 
that attempts to extricate from 
the Bible guidance on how to live 
one’s life in accordance with 
God’s will.  Ehrman recognizes 
that the devotional approach is 
more likely to be heard from the 
pulpit than is the historical-
critical approach, but the histori-
cal-critical is more likely to help 
us understand what Christianity 
was really about. 

He also points out that each 
gospel should be read on its own 
terms.  Each gospel has a differ-
ent portrait of Jesus that is often 
incompatible with other gospels.  
To harmonize these portraits so 

Curtis Wolf 

Reason Interrupted:  What Your Pastor Does Not Tell Reason Interrupted:  What Your Pastor Does Not Tell 
You About the Bible  You About the Bible    
A book review of A book review of Jesus, Interrupted,Jesus, Interrupted, by Bart by Bart  EhrmanEhrman  

After years of academic study of the 
Bible, it became clear to [Ehrman] 
that the Bible was a human creation 
with all of the problems that come 
with any human creation. 
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they speak with the same voice is 
futile and dilutes the separate 
messages intended by each gos-
pel writer.  These portraits de-
scribe four different Jesuses, not 
one. 

 While I am in agreement 
with almost everything in the 
book (I was already familiar 
with much of the Bible scholar-
ship in the book), I found Erh-
man’s reconciliation of the con-
clusions of the historical-critical 
approach with religious faith to 
be unconvincing.  At one time, 
Ehrman was an evangelical 
Christian who believed that the 
Bible was the inerrant word of 
God.  After years of academic 
study of the Bible, it became 
clear to him that the Bible was 
a human creation with all of the 
problems that come with any 
human creation.  Despite every-
thing that he learned, he re-
mained a Christian for many 
years until he finally abandoned 
his faith over the problem of evil 

in a world supposedly loved by a 
just God.  He argues that even if 
much of the Bible is myth, even 
this myth can guide us in living 

our life and tell us something 
about God and our relationship 
with him, even if it is not histori-
cally true. 

I cannot agree with this sim-
ply because the message of 
Christianity cannot be divorced 
from the history that the Bible 
purports to describe.  The Bible 
claims to describe the interven-
tion of God in human history.  If 
the history is not true, then how 
is the Bible different from any 
other speculation on the nature 
of God?  It is the history, if 
shown to be true, that authenti-
cates the message in the Bible.  
It sounds to me as though Ehr-
man is trying to justify why he 
wasted so much time believing 
in something that he should 
have known to be untrue if he 
had taken his knowledge of the 
Bible to its logical conclusion. 

However, this minor dis-
agreement should not detract 
from what is an excellent 
book.  As with his numerous 
other books, Ehrman continues 
to make the latest Biblical 

scholarship accessible to the lay-
man in a readable yet me-
ticulously accurate manner.  

(Continued from page 4) 

I n the March 2009 Free-
Thinker article, “Bills Before 
the 2009 Florida Legislature 

About Which Freethinkers 
Should Know,” I listed eleven 
bills being considered by the 
Florida legislature in 2009 that 
freethinkers should know 
about.  So how did these bills 
fare?  Not too well.  None of them 
passed.    

The biggest surprise from my 
perspective was SB 2396.  As I 
noted in the March article, this 
bill was a subtle attempt to give 
teachers some wiggle room to in-
troduce certain “weaknesses” of 
Darwinian evolution into the 
classroom.   

It is surprising that despite 
the outcry against the strong 
support for evolution in the Flor-
ida science standards, so far the 
Florida legislature has not 
jumped onto the anti-science 

bandwagon by passing a pro-
Intelligent Design law.  The dis-
tractions of a difficult budget 
year may have been the reason 
that SB 2396 died this session, so 
we cannot let our guard down in 
the future. Still, I would have bet 
even money that we would have 
had an anti-evolution law by now 
and a court challenge following 
the passage of that law.  Maybe, 
the Florida Legislature has 
evolved after all. 

2009 Florida Legislature Update2009 Florida Legislature Update  
Curtis Wolf 

 

 



 

 

Th
e June 2009 Newsletter of the First Coast Freethought Society FreeThinker 6 

     It is the soldier, not the poet, 
who gave me freedom of speech.  
As well as freedom of religion, 
freedom of the press, freedom to 
protest, the right to a fair trial, 
and the right to vote.  (Oh, and 
the right to burn a flag if I were 
so inclined)... 

A t least according to a 
popular poem by Charles 
M. Province (see 

http://iwvpa.net/ provincecm) 
forwarded to me by relatives and 
acquaintances every Me-
morial Day in recent 
years.  

I can understand the 
sentimentality that 
prompts their apprecia-
tion of the poem.  After 
all, my father, stepfather, 
uncles, brothers, and now 
nephews, as well as yours 
truly, have all served in 
the military.   My own 
seven and a half years in 
the Navy involved cleri-
cal duties and the only 
“bloodshed” I ever faced 
was Commanding Offi-
cers’ red ink scribbling 
which I had to recast into 
typed directives. Yet, al-
though never called on to risk 
my life during my enlistment, 
the possibility always existed 
from the time I took the oath to 
“support and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States 
against all enemies…”  More-
over, as an avid history reader, 
I’m aware of the genuine sacri-

fices made by those who fought, 
and often died, for our nation 
and for the liberty of others.  
Nevertheless, I am compelled to 
exercise my freedom of speech to 
disagree with Father O’Brian’s 
poetic dictum.     

Since the emergence of large, 
complex societies, human rights 
were based primarily on the lar-
gess of whoever dominated the 
society, whether a king ruling by 
divine rights, or an oligarchy 
chosen by a majority of the rul-
ing class to represent and defend 

their interests, usually with sol-
diers whose loyalty was to who-
ever paid them.  If you were up 
against someone connected to 
the ruling elite, you were usu-
ally out of luck unless you had 
your own army to back you up.   

Legal systems created over 
the last three millennia  pro-

vided some lim-
ited rights, but 
even these 
were routinely 
ignored at the 
whims of roy-
alty or anyone 
else of higher status.  Even such 
prominent statesmen as Cicero 
and Sir Thomas More found no 
protection from the Roman and 
English laws of their times when 
they declined to submit to the 
will of, respectively, the Second 
Triumvirate and King Henry 

VIII.  Only within the last 
few hundred years have 
many nations progressed 
enough to consistently recog-
nize and attempt to fairly 
protect the rights of every-
one within their realms. 
     This was not a gift from 
professional soldiers or any 
god, but the result of the 
growing influence of once 
radical ideas proposed by 
political theorists such as 
Montesquieu, Locke, Vol-
taire, Rousseau, Kant, 
Hume, Paine and Jefferson, 
among many others.  Ideas 
advocating religious toler-
ance, freedom of speech, 
equal justice for all, and gov-

ernment based on majority con-
sent of the people and limited in 
the scope of its power by written 
laws.  American soldiers have 
fought bravely to protect those 
rights but they did not give them 
to anyone.  Many veterans of the 
war for independence from Brit-
ain would have backed their vic-
torious general, George Wash-

Soldiers and FreedomSoldiers and Freedom 

Fred W. Hill 

Liberty and Soldiers During Battle   
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ington, if he had been inclined to 
proclaim himself a king.  Napo-
leon’s soldiers supported him 
when he overthrew the fledgling 
French republic to achieve his 
own imperial ambitions.  Eight-
een centuries earlier, Roman 
soldiers helped Augustus Caesar 
transform Rome from an imper-
fect republic into an even less 
perfect, albeit somewhat more 
stable, autocracy, where many of 
his successors’ retention of 
power (and life!) depended on 
their capacity to keep their sol-
diers amply paid and contented 
enough to remain loyal.  And 
even American soldiers have 
fought not to defend 
liberty but to steal 
territory from others 
and to protect the 
“right” of some people 
to own or otherwise 
unjustly oppress other 
people. 

Washington, al-
though a slave-owner 
and one of the richest men in the 
nation, was sufficiently suffused 
with the enlightenment ideals of 
his time to refuse a crown.  In-
stead he presided over a conven-
tion of state delegates whose ar-
guments and compromises re-
sulted in the United States Con-
stitution, a blue print for how 
that government would function, 
stipulating the powers and limi-
tations of the three branches 
into which it would be divided.  
Fears of the dangers a standing 
army might pose to its own na-
tion if controlled by and finan-
cially dependent on one man or 
a cabal, led to the provisions 
that while the President held 

command over the military, 
Congress held the power to raise 
and maintain that military, as 
well as to declare war.   

Moreover, the first military 
oath approved by Congress, in 
1789, provided a chain of impor-
tance for officers and enlistees, 
first to support the U.S. Consti-
tution, then of allegiance to the 
nation, and finally to obey the 
orders of the President and all 
officers appointed over them.  
The specific wording has been 
changed, including the addition 
of the closing phrase, “so help 
me God,” inserted during the 

Civil War, yet the basic clauses 
remain.  The military was a nec-
essary tool for the founding and 
preservation of the new nation, 
but it was meant to be used for 
the defense of all citizens,  not 
merely an elite.  Military per-
sonnel were to be indoctrinated 
in loyalty not to particular lead-
ers but to the particular form of 
representative democracy cre-
ated by our federal Constitution.   

Those soldiers and other 
military personnel, past and pre-
sent, who have served honorably 
in support of that constitution 
deserve praise for their sacri-
fices.  However, I believe it does 
them no honor to falsely claim 

that soldiers gave us our rights.  
Fighting has never been enough.  
Soldiers have killed one another 
and innocent civilians for ages 
without significant lasting gains 
to anyone’s rights, other than for 
the winners to obtain booty and 
enforce their will.  A change in 
the dominant public outlook was 
necessary.   

The spread of more rational, 
humanistic thinking was re-
quired.  Freethought, in other 
words.  The drafting and ratifi-
cation of the United States Con-
stitution and the amendments 
that have improved it over the 

next two centuries, 
were tempered by 
freethought ideals 
such as scientific in-
quiry, open-
mindedness, freedom 
of expression, and 
belief, logic and rea-
son.  That is the 
source of our rights.  
And despite the bar-

rage of jokes belittling their pro-
fessions, I believe the best of our 
political leaders and attorneys 
have been indispensible in ex-
panding and defending those 
rights and ensuring that the sac-
rifices of U.S. veterans have 
been for a government worth 
preserving rather than merely 
for territory.   Perhaps someday, 
however farfetched it may seem, 
enough people around the world 
will share our freethought ideals 
that all soldiers will forever lay 
down their arms, no longer used 
to oppress or required for de-
fense.  They might then write 
poetry.  Or freethought 
articles.  

“...the best of our political leaders 
and attorneys have been indispensi-
ble in expanding and defending [our] 
rights, to ensure that the sacrifices of 
U.S. veterans have been for a govern-
ment worth preserving rather than 
merely for territory.” 
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T he showing of the film 
Religulous, on the eve-
ning of Friday, May 15, 
was a big success. Almost 

90 people gathered in the social 
hall of the Unitarian Church of 
Jacksonville to see Bill Maher’s 
interviews with a score of believ-
ers in different parts of the 
world. By asking questions, 
Maher elicits some 
strange and incon-
sistent beliefs of 
devout people. 
Their jumbled 
thinking was 
sometimes empha-
sized by illustra-
tive visual clips. 

Maher was 
well prepared, and 
his questions  
showed that some 
believers were 
poorly or not in-
formed. He care-
fully avoided harsh confronta-
tion and did not seek to change 
anyone’s views, however. The 
many showings of explosions 
and bombings suggested that 
Christianity is not a particularly 
peaceful religion. 

The film is a satire and docu-
mentary, and Maher can often 
guess what the responses will be 
to his questions. The brief inter-
views were often ended immedi-
ately after a reply, so the audi-
ence does not hear any detailed 
explanations of beliefs which 
might have been given. Critic 
Ben Kingsberg said, “The worst 

scenes in Religulous are appall-
ing for their methods; the best 
are appalling for their informa-
tion.” But our audience roared 
with laughter plus whoops and 
hollers and did not express con-
cern about the editing. 

The idea for the program be-
gan when Alex Mabee, an assis-
tant organizer for the Jackson-
ville Atheists Meetup Group 
(JAM), thought of showing the 

movie Religulous, but more JAM 
members wanted to attend than 
he had room for, so he contacted 
Carrie Renwick of the FCFS for 
suggestions. 

They decided to make show-
ing Religulous the first-ever 
joint event between the JAM 
and the FCFS. Alex Mabee pro-
vided a DVD of the film and 
back-up equipment. FCFS Presi-
dent Earl Coggins provided the 
DVD player and great speakers, 
and the FCFS provided the pro-
jector and screen. Attendees 
were asked to bring refresh-
ments. There was no charge for 

admission, but 
donations 
were invited 
and just cov-
ered the roy-
alty fee and 
room rental. 

The film ran a little less than 
two hours, so there was time for 
discussion following the movie, 
which Earl had previously 
agreed to facilitate. Much ap-

proval of the film 
was expressed, with 
unanimous agree-
ment that such a 
“movie night” pro-
gram should be con-
tinued. Raising of 
hands indicated 
that about a third of 
the audience repre-
sented the FCFS, a 
third represented 
the JAM, and a 
third represented 
the Unitarians.  The 
JAM has younger 

members than does the FCFS, 
which balances the groups.  

The first joint event between 
the Jacksonville Atheist Meetup 
Group and the Freethought Soci-
ety was felt to be quite a success.  
It is hoped that we can hold 
more movie nights in the future, 
as well as other joint programs. 
If you would like to support or 
join the JAM, contact Alex Ma-
bee, at AlexMabee@gmail.com, 
or visit JAM’s website:  http://
atheists.meetup.com/503/. 

What movie would you 
like to see next? 

That Movie Was ReligulousThat Movie Was Religulous 

Hugo Borresen 

Bill Maher and “Jesus” at the Holy Land 
Experience in Orlando, Florida  
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This I BelieveThis I Believe  

W e exist.  Or at least I 
exist.  (Conversely, I 
may be merely a pro-
jection of your real-

ity.)  We pass from eons of non-
being into being, a fleeting in-
stant in the light in which we 
try to make sense of reality, 
and then into non-being again, 
and for all eternity.  We may 
celebrate our existence because 
it is real, and we are briefly 
part of it, aware, children of the 
universe. 

Our refusal to ac-
cept what is puts us in 
conflict with existence, 
and invariably detracts 
from the priceless 
value of our existence.  
There is perfection in 
reality that we can em-
brace only by not wishing it to 
be otherwise.  It IS all good. 

To live in devoted faith to 
God is to seek something that 
does not exist, and is thereby to 
live in dissonance with reality.  
To wish for an afterlife, a mas-
ter plan, or ultimate justice, is 
to live in discord.  I am in love 
with Reality.   

I believe that our lives have 
meaning and purpose, and that 
those need not be ascribed to 
some higher, supernatural au-
thority.  The ultimate commis-
sion of mankind may be to un-
derstand his physical universe 
(multiverse?), the nature of 
matter, and our biological ori-

gins.  Nothing is beyond man’s 
ability to comprehend, and he 
has a duty to apply his discov-
eries to the betterment of his 
species and home planet. 

Science is the objective lens 
through which we may best dis-
cern quarks, the cosmos, and 
everything in between.  An un-
derstanding of statistics is the 
hallmark of intelligence, and 
every non-religious opinion 
should be couched in a degree 
of uncertainty.  Logic and rea-
son should be the paving stones 
of public policy. 

This world is all we have.  
This life is not a test run.  Our 
actions here and now are all-
important.  No cosmic justifica-
tion exists for hurting others.  
Be good, be kind, for goodness 
sake. 

Man is dualistic, with ca-
pacity for both good and evil, 
but is neither good nor evil.  
Our actions may be regarded as 
efficient or non-efficient, but we 
most often do the best that we 
can, given the  limited wisdom 
we possess at any stage of our 
lives.  

Notwithstanding, man is 
the pinnacle of existence.  He 
needs not bow his head in 

shame before God, for man is 
neither unworthy nor innately 
sinful.  Rather, man should 
look upward at his own sky-
scrapers—proud of his achieve-
ments and secure of his place 
in the complex tapestry of exis-
tence. 

The only thing greater than 
man is society, the collective 
consciousness of our existence.  
Our absolute freedom to do 
anything creates groundless-
ness, yet most choose to cooper-
ate within the strictures of soci-
ety.  We work together in a 

complex myriad of non-
zero sum games to in-
crease the common 
good and pass our leg-
acy of genes and 
memes to future gen-
erations. 
      I believe in the 

dignity of  man, and his birth-
right to flourish.  Free market 
capitalism provides the best 
societal venue to reward per-
sonal ambition, insight and tal-
ent (sprinkled with common 
sense), while promoting artis-
tic, scientific, and technological 
achievement for mankind. 

While embracing our role 
within society, our individual 
salvation is to arise from exis-
tential embeddedness.  Any 
man who realizes fully his own 
uniqueness and is at perfect 
peace with reality, without the 
safety net of religion, becomes 
incapable of sin and is at 
one with the universe.  

“This world is all we have.   
This life is not a test run. Our 
actions here and now are all-
important.” 

 

J. K. Jones 
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Ongoing FCFS Activities 
 

Dinners for Doubters 

Sign up to attend or to host a dinner yourself.  Sign-up sheets will be at the back table at 
the monthly meetings.  For details on how this works, see page 7 of the August 2008 
FreeThinker (available on website) or ask a greeter at the back table. 

 

Secular Sunday Morning in the Park (or Atheist Sunday Morning)   
Freethinkers… let’s get acquainted and enjoy intelligent conversation every 4th Sunday 
of the month (unless inclement weather prevails) at 10 a.m. until ? at the pavilion at Losco 
Park, 10851 Hood Rd., S., Jacksonville 32257, between Shad and Losco Roads.  Need 
directions?  Call Beth Perry at 733-5489 or Google the address to get a map and directions.  
We generally provide coffee.  Bring a breakfast snack and a chair.  Mark your calendar.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 

No Atheist Left Behind (or Are You Going My Way?)   
If you are seeking a ride to an FCFS event, contact Hugo Borresen at 
HBorresen@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org or call 904-779-6883.   
 

Caring Tree 

If a telephone call to a member is in order, or if a sympathy card, flowers, or some form of 
support is needed, please contact Nita Pitts at 904-996-0879 or e-mail her at 
pitrymnd@comcast.net.  If you prefer, leave a notation on the sign-in sheet at the back table 
at one of our monthly meetings. 

S igrun Buckley comes to 
the FCFS from far-away 
Germany. There she fin-

ished high school and earned a 
master’s degree for teaching 
French and English, and then 
specialized in Roman Catholic 
theology. Her studies led her to 
learning more about that relig-
ion and ultimately leaving it.  

She has lived in the U.S. for 
five years and visits relatives in 
Germany every year and may 
return some day to live. She also 
spent ten years in Ireland, see-
ing it change and lose its rigid 

Catholicism. 
Seeing so-
phisticated 
Dublin as 
very different 
from the ru-
ral areas im-
pressed her. 

Sigrun feels that we, in this 
country, do not know as much 
about the world as Europeans do 
and that we need to ask more 
questions. She feels that Ameri-
cans have a “blinkered” or nar-
row view of the world. Germany 
has compensated for the horrors 
of the Holocaust for many years,  
while Americans tend to ignore 

their mistreatment of Native 
Americans, African Americans, 
and others.  

Sigrun learned about the 
FCFS from Folio Weekly and 
was very relieved to find us.  
She reads voraciously, both fic-
tion and nonfiction.  She is cur-
rently writing a novel and is 
planning a second.  As Free-
Thinker readers know, she con-
tributes frequently to our publi-
cation. One of her hobbies is 
working in the garden. 

Sigrun hopes to be remem-
bered for honesty, telling 
the truth, and doing the 
right things. 

Meet  Sigrun BuckleyMeet  Sigrun Buckley  
Hugo Borresen 
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Freethought Day at Disney WorldFreethought Day at Disney World  

I f it’s the 3rd Saturday in October, it must be Freethought Day at 
Disney World!  This social event is open to all freethinkers who want 
to spend time socializing with other freethinkers at what is billed as 
the happiest place on earth, Walt Disney World Orlando.   

 The 4th annual Freethought Day is scheduled for Saturday Oct 17th 
2009.  Join the Yahoo! Group at:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
FreethoughtDayatDisney/ or visit http://freethoughtdayatdisney.org/ for 
the meetup schedule (note—this website has not yet been updated for the 
2009 event, but there are great pix and you can see what happened last year).  Or, you can contact 
Jennifer Hancock at  jen@sumogirl.com for more information. 

B y speaking out, we (as freethinkers) are getting ever closer to reaching a 
critical mass and achieving a “tipping point” that will create a new way in 
which humanity views nonreligious persons. 

      The First Coast Freethought Society has been speaking out, broadcasting the 
Freethought message on National Public Radio (NPR) member station WJCT 89.9 
FM in Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia since 2007. The urgency now is to 
sustain the momentum. 
      If you want to see our freethought messages continue, visit the website to 
donate on line, http://firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/ or mail a check to the First 
Coast Freethought Society, P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, FL 32255-0591. All 

donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE under IRS Code 501(c)(3), and you will receive a letter to that 
effect for your income tax records.  (For more info on our fund drive, see article on the website.)   

2009 NPR CORPORATE SPONSORHIP 2009 NPR CORPORATE SPONSORHIP 

FUNDRAISING DRIVE HAS BEGUN!FUNDRAISING DRIVE HAS BEGUN!  

News Snippet:   
 
 

F undamentalists have persuaded some states to permit pharmacists, for theological reasons, to 
refuse to serve customers with medicines pertaining to abortion—or to indicate where custom-
ers can get alternative services. Should this line of reasoning spread, the implications for the 

rest of us are enormous. Teachers could refuse to teach children whose parents are divorced, or could 
refuse to teach evolution, for similar theological reasons. Bus drivers could refuse to stop to pick up 
women wearing fur coats. Merchants could refuse to sell beer to women. Sales people in cloth-
ing stores could refuse to sell clothing made of cotton or wool because the Bible forbids wearing 
these. Restaurants could refuse to serve shellfish because the Bible forbids this also.  

 

Jennifer Hancock 
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First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 550591 

Jacksonville, FL 32255-0591 
(904) 288-6291 

http://firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

 

Statement of Purpose 
The First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. is an 

educational, nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt or-
ganization dedicated to supporting nonreligious 
persons in the Northeast Florida area and pro-
moting a nontheistic approach to everyday life. 

 
Meetings 

The FCFS meets the THIRD Monday of each 
month at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Jacksonville, upstairs in the sanctuary, 7405 Ar-
lington Expressway, Jacksonville, Florida 32211, 
(904) 725-8133.  Meeting time:  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
Meetings are free and open to the public.  Doors 
open at 6:00 p.m.   

FCFS Officers 
 

President            Earl Coggins  519-1809 
ECoggins@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
l 

Vice President  Carrie Renwick  268-8826 
CRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

Secretary June Applen  762-0627 
JApplen@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

Treasurer           Mark Renwick  268-8826 
MRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

At-Large  Steve Peek  742-5390 
SPeek@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

 
Other FCFS Appointments 
 

Parliamentarian  Fred W. Hill  358-3610 
FHill@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

E-mail Secretary Carrie Renwick  268-8826 
CRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
 

 

June Social 

Where: OLIVE GARDEN on Philips Highway, near the Avenues Mall. 
 

When: Tuesday June 23, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  Proceed directly to our room.  
Drinks at 6:00.  Dinner at 7:00.  (Order from the menu.)   

 

RSVP:  CarrieRen@att.net (or 268-8826) by Tues. a.m., if you plan to go! 

 

Committees and Chairs 
Program  Carrie Renwick         268-8826 
CRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Audit  Roger Wenner 288-6291 
RWenner@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Editorial  Hugo Borresen 779-6883 
HBorresen@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Membership Judy Hankins 724-8188 
JHankins@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Telephone Judy Hankins 724-8188 
JHankins@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 

 

Finance Mark Renwick 268-8826 
MRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 

Publicity  Carrie Renwick 268-8826 
CRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 

Website Mark Renwick 268-8826 
MRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 

Welcome Judy Hankins 724-8188 
JHankins@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 

Long-Range Planning Curtis Wolf 573-3847 
CWolf@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 



 

 

First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. 
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2009 Membership Application 
 

Name           Date 
 

Home address    City      State    Zip Code 
 

E-mail address    Home phone     Business phone 
 

Occupation  Areas of interest and/or expertise 
 

How did you hear about us? Comments? 
 

Membership level (please select one): 

 

Do you object to your name appearing on our membership list, distributed to other members?   Yes                 No 
 

I’m interesting in getting involved in the FCFS as a(n): 

• Annual dues cover the period of January 1 through December 31.   

• The initial dues for new members joining in July through September are half the regular 
rates.  Membership extends to the end of the current calendar year.   

• The initial dues for new members joining in October through December are the full, 
regular rates.  Membership extends to the end of the following calendar year. 

 

 Regular ($30/yr.)  Carl Sagan ($50/yr.)    Charles Darwin ($200/yr.) 
 Student ($15/yr.)   Bertrand Russell ($75/yr.)     Robert Ingersoll ($500/yr.) 
 Senior - 65+ ($15/yr.)   Thomas Paine ($100/yr.)     Lifetime ($1,000) 
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 General member   Committee member   Financial supporter Officer  

You can make a lasting impact on the future of 
freethought and secular humanism in this community 

…if you provide for the First Coast Freethought Society in your Will. 
 

Your bequest will ensure that the FCFS continues to be a beacon for freethinkers 
on the First Coast and to remain a vital Voice of Reason in the Northeast Florida area. 

Several options are available for establishing a bequest (specific, percentage, residual, or 
 contingent).  We will be happy to provide the appropriate wording to you 

and your attorney, depending upon your wishes. 
 

For further information, contact 
Carrie Renwick, P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, FL 32255-0591 or 

904-288-6291 ● CarrieRen@att.net ● http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/ 
All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence. 

 Family ($45/yr.)  



 

 

Visit our website at http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/. 
In the Adobe version, the links are LIVE!  One click takes you there.  If the  

two-line links do not work, copy and paste into your browser window. 

   
 T

he
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 Book  
   Group 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14  
 

15 Monthly 
     Meeting  

16 17 18 19 20Freethought 
     Frolic 

21 22  23 Olive 
     Garden 

24 25 26 27 Newsletter 
      Deadline 

28 Secular 
     Sunday  

29 30       

FCFS June 2009 Activities 

 

WHAT: Fabulous Fun Freethought Frolic 
 

WHEN: Saturday, June 20, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. until ? 
 

WHERE: The home of Alice Baker (was Alice Fisher last 
year).  She’s downsized a bit as well, but she 
“swears to god” it will be fun!) 
 

BRING: A dish to share, your beverage of choice, (adult 
beverages allowed). 

RSVP: To Alice Baker , at mamere@clearwire.net or call 
904-744-1756 for directions and gate instructions. 

 

Note, Alice now lives in a different location than last summer.  You need to RSVP to Alice 
to get directions and get instructions for getting in at the gate.  Mark your calendars and plan 
to attend what will be a delightful party!!  (Note, Carrie will send e-mail reminders, as well.) 

Freethought Frolic!  Come One, Come All!Freethought Frolic!  Come One, Come All!  

 


