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May 2013 Meeting

“Understanding the Economic Crisis:
A Neo-Marxist Perspective”
David Jaffee, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology, Department of

Sociology & Anthropology, University of North Florida

Monday, May 20, 2013, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

In the Sanctuary, upper parking lot level ® Doors open at 6:00
Unitarian Universalist Church e 7405 Arlington Expressway e Jacksonville, FL.
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Humanist Book Discussion Group - Jacksonville

When: 2:00 p.m., the first Sunday of each month %

Where: Books-A-Million, 9400 Atlantic Boulevard, Jacksonville, FL 32225
What:  Books planned for discussion:

o June 2, 2013 - The Great Agnostic, Robert Ingersoll and American
Freethought, by Susan Jacoby

o July 7, 2013 - Attack of the Theocrats, by Sean Faircloth
For more info, contact: Herb Gerson at 904-363-6446, or 12herbert30gerson@bellsouth.net.

Humanist Book Discussion Group - St. Augustme
When: 7:00 p.m., Monday, usually 8 days after the Jax group meets. =

Where: Currently meets in a private residence (condo). Contact coordinator
Bill Stroop for address, directions, and gate code.

What:  Books planned for discussion:

e June 10, 2013 - The Great Agnostic, Robert Ingersoll and American
Freethought, by Susan Jacoby

o July 8, 2013 - Attack of the Theocrats, by Sean Faircloth

For more info, contact: Bill Stroop at bill@strooplaw.com

NOTE TO ALL!: Books may be found in the library, purchased from local book stores or online. The First
Coast Freethought Society will receive a small remuneration from your purchase (at no additional cost to

you) if you go to http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org and then click the link to Amazon.com for your
purchase. For complete book group reading lists, see http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/cms/bdg

ture wars, Robert Green Ingersoll was known as “the Great Agnostic.”

The nation’s most famous orator, he raised his voice on behalf of
Enlightenment reason, secularism, and the separation of church and state
with a vigor unmatched since America’s revolutionary generation. When he
died in 1899, even his religious enemies acknowledged that he might have as-
pired to the U.S. presidency had he been willing to mask his opposition to re- %
ligion. To the question that retains its controversial power today—was the
United States founded as a Christian nation?—Ingersoll answered an em- The Great A ostic
phatic no.

D uring the Gilded Age, which saw the dawn of America’s enduring cul-

Hoben lnge[soll ant Amen[an Freelhoughl

In this provocative biography, Susan Jacoby, the author of Freethinkers: A
History of American Secularism, restores Ingersoll to his rightful place in an
American intellectual tradition extending from Thomas Jefferson and Thomas
Paine to the current generation of “new atheists.” Jacoby illuminates the ways
in which America’s often-denigrated and forgotten secular history encom-
passes issues, ranging from women’s rights to evolution, as potent and divi-
sive today as they were in Ingersoll’s time. Ingersoll emerges in this portrait as one of the indispensa-
ble public figures who keep an alternative version of history alive. He devoted his life to that greatest
secular idea of all—liberty of conscience belonging to the religious and nonreligious alike.

Author of Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism



mailto:12herbert30gerson@bellsouth.net�
http://firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/�
http://firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/cms/bdg�
mailto:bill@strooplaw.com�

£ FreeThinker Newsletter of the First Coast Freethought Society

May 2013 3

(Continued from page 1)
gymen. He said, no thank
you. The next day he received
a call from the hospice clergy-
man, himself, and again
Frank said, no thank you. A
week later we heard from the
clergyman again. I took the
call. T asked the reverend if
religious counseling was man-
datory in hospice care. I
knew it was not. I was simply
trying to say, nicely, “enough
already!” They had to make
triple sure there
really was an atheist
in our foxhole.

Frank’s esteemed
cardiologist did not
believed it, either.
When we told the ——
physician of the sad ';,'
prognosis his re-
sponse was, “Oh, you
never can tell with
these things. You've
got to have faith.
Miracles happen
every day.” Outside
the office Frank
said, “Luckily, my
heart condition was
always mild or this
‘scientific genius’ would have
killed me off years ago.” Yet,
a tiny little worm had been
activated deep in the reptilian
part of my brain. It whis-
pered, “Maybe something
amazing could happen and
this will all be like a bad
dream.” Driving home, I told
Frank about the little worm,
fully expecting him to laugh
at me. He admitted to the
same worm. We proceeded to
re-examine at length each and
every single factor, large and
small, that had gone into our
decision to follow the course

we were taking. By the time
we got home we were ex-
hausted, depressed, and
really annoyed with the cardi-
ologist who had put us
through all that with his “you
gotta have faith” malarkey.
Subsequently, I heard the
“you gotta have faith” routine
from relatives, neighbors,
friends, even store clerks. It

always messed with my brain.

It was as though coping with
this horrible reality was not

l‘('-!

Frank and Caroline Peppiatt

good enough, maybe even
harmful somehow. IfI only

had “faith,” my husband
might not die.

A corollary to the “you
gotta have faith” routine was
the “you must never give up.”
So many well-meaning people
proposed cures, entailing spe-
cial procedures in Mumbai, a
clinic on the Black Sea, an all
fruit diet, etc., etc., ad
nauseum. These proposals
were always introduced by
some version of the “you gotta
have faith” routine. I learned
to entertain these suggestions

with a politeness they did not
deserve, otherwise these peo-
ple would become downright
overbearing, and I did not
have the energy to deal with
that. Nevertheless, my little
reptilian worm would be acti-
vated every time, and I had to
expend lots of energy reason-
ing with it. Besides, six years
earlier Frank had been diag-
nosed with inoperable kidney
cancer. We found a surgeon
at UCLA who agreed to try,
regardless. For four
months we stayed in
] Los Angeles while
Frank underwent
multiple surgeries.
He came home with
less than half of one
kidney which func-
| tioned perfectly until
his death, giving us
five wonderful extra
| years together. So,
we knew all about not
giving up. But this
time the odds were
completely against
him. By the way,
when Frank returned
from California in
good health, our doctor here
declared it a miracle. “No,”
Frank said, “not a miracle,
just a very good surgeon.”

Then there were the
friends, relatives and strang-
ers who talked to us about
heaven and how we’d all meet
there someday, or they'd in-
vite us to their place of wor-
ship or offer to pray with/for
us. Religious books and pam-
phlets arrived in the mail
from people we did not know
or if we knew them, they

(Continued on page 5)
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President’s Message - May 2013

Earl Coggins

homas Kuhn coined

the term “paradigm

shift” in his book The
Structure of Scientific Revolu-
tions. Kuhn was using the
term as a label for the way in
which scientific advances
have occurred throughout his-
tory. In a nutshell, a para-
digm shift occurs when prob-
lems with a specific scientific
model, or description of real-
1ty, cannot be resolved. Helio-
centrism is a great example of
a paradigm shift. Another fa-
mous example would be
the introduction of Spe-
cial Relativity by Al-
bert Einstein in 1905,
which successfully
challenged some of the

principles of Newtonian ers and humanists of the free-
thought and humanist movements.”

Physics.

Ironically, the intro-
duction of Special Relativity
was preceded five years ear-
lier by a statement attributed
to William Thomson (Lord
Kelvin), that there is “nothing
new” remaining to be discov-
ered in the realm of physics.

Although Kuhn was work-
ing from a scientific context,
1t didn’t take the term para-
digm shift long to be inte-
grated into mainstream, non-
scientific language. Today, a
paradigm shift is a move
away from one way of looking
at or doing something to the
acceptance of a totally new
approach. “Out with the old,
in with the new” is another

way to look at it.

Another example of a
paradigm shift occurred when
the United States of America
formed a secular government.
The separation of state and
church was, and still is, a sig-
nificant shift in how a govern-
ment operates and a core
tenet of the freethought and
humanist movements.

The freethought and hu-
manist movements have been
at the forefront of paradigm
shifts throughout the history
of the world. The world moved

“The world has moved out of the
dark ages and into a more enlight-
ened state of being in large part be-
cause of the efforts of the freethink-

out of the dark ages and into
a more enlightened state of
being in large part because of
the efforts of the freethinkers
and humanists of the free-
thought and humanist move-
ments.

It is ironic that when you
mention the words “free-
thinker” or “humanism” in a
crowd of strangers, especially
“secular humanism,” they will
often be met with confusion,
hostility, or both—but if you
describe and discuss with the
same group of people the ba-
sic components comprising
the foundation of freethought
and humanism, i.e. justice,
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fairness, de-
mocracy,
freedom, tol-
erance,
truth, com-

. 4 J
passion, and ':'7

reason—you
generally get
consensus that these tenets
are good for both an individ-
ual and a society.

One aspect of a paradigm
shift is irreversibility. Once a
shift has occurred, it is usu-
ally accompanied by over-
whelming evidence to support
it and then adopted over-
whelmingly. In other
words, you can’t put
the genie back in the
bottle. On the other
hand, getting the ge-
nie out of the bottle is
not as easy as you
might expect. What
seems obvious to us
now was not obvious to every-
one in the past. Add to that
the bigger problem of bias
and unwillingness among
some governmental leaders
and scientists to accept new
1deas despite an idea’s obvi-
ous merits, and you have in
place a formidable obstacle to
change. Present day leaders,
both governmental and scien-
tific, are rejecting ideas that
will seem obvious and tenable
to people a few hundred years
from now. Paradigm shifts
are on the horizon.

Many cases of paradigm
shifts are not instantaneous,
but the result of hard work
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(President’s Message, continued
from page 4)

and a gradual move towards
a new way of thinking, i.e.
slowly gathering evidence
proving the inherent flaws of
a theory or law. Or in the
case of social change, gather-
ing (one person at a time) a
significant majority of people
ready for a change. This can
be a slow, serial process, lit-
erally changing one mind at
a time.

In many cases a gradual
move to new ways of think-
ing is the only way to do it.

One way to achieve a gradual !

move towards a new way of
thinking is to get an impor-
tant idea out into the public
sphere and keep it there.

With the support of our
members and friends, the
First Coast Freethought Soci-
ety has been doing just that
with our National Public Ra-
dio announcements on 89.9

(Foxhole Atheist, cont. from page 3)

should have known better.
One relative was extremely
upset that Frank had willed
his body to the University of
Florida Cadaver Program and
that no funeral service with
coffin and burial was in the
offing.

I do not wish to give the
1mpression that everyone in
our lives was so dense. Our
closest friends, whether secu-
lar or religiously oriented,
were very helpful, kind and
respectful of our view of the
universe. So were most of the
healthcare professionals. They

Newsletter of the First Coast Freethought Society

WJCT-FM radio. Humanist
and freethought ideas are
being broadcast monthly to
hundreds of thousands of lis-
teners throughout Northeast
Florida thanks to the gener-
osity and support of FCFS
members and friends.

Thomas Kuhn

Each year the First Coast
Freethought Society conducts
a fundraising campaign to
keep the public radio adver-
tisements going strong on

did not project fear of their
own deaths onto us. Having
faith in miracles, fruit diets,
prayer, heaven, Black Sea clin-
ics, or god are all means of cop-
ing with this fundamental
fear. I only wish people would
stop and think a moment be-
fore foisting their coping
strategies onto someone who is
actually in the foxhole. T also
wish that while my husband
had been in the foxhole I'd had
the wisdom to see that all
these annoying “miracle” peo-
ple were just as sad and scared
as I was, as we all are, all the
time. None of us gets out of
the final foxhole alive.
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89.9 WJCT radio. The month
of May kicks off each year’s
fundraising campaign. A
paradigm shift in the public
perception of freethought and
humanism is on the horizon.
Examples of social change
are popping up all around us
and I believe the freethink-
ers and humanists of the
world are a huge segment
of the force driving the
change.

Let’s keep the NPR free-
thought message alive.
Please join me and the
Board of Directors of the
First Coast Freethought
{ Society with a donation to-
wards the fulfillment of our
2013 NPR Corporate Spon-
sorship fundraisings goals.
Thank you one and all for
your support. We are making
a difference. We are creating
a paradigm shift in the g%
way in which freethink- %3¢
ers are perceived on the ﬁ

First Coast of Florida.

It’s been a few months now
since Frank died, peacefully at
home in my arms. Every day I
cry a bit and miss him a lot.
Moment by moment, I begin to
invent a life without him.
Sometimes I imagine his body
on a gurney in the anatomy
lab down in Gainesville being
pored over by some really cute
first year medical student. I
smile. Frank would have liked
that.

Editor’s Note: Frank Pep-
piatt (1927-1912) was a televi-
sion producer and ‘5& |
screenwriter. v
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A Message From Beyond

Joe Varon

It may be futile to attempt

a description, or even an

explanation, of this place
to my unidentified reader.
But, for some reason or an-
other, I am going to try. I
guess I believe that truth of
information is one of the most
1mportant aspects of our lives;
and since I am now aware of a
truth that has been subject to
the most widespread misinfor-
mation campaigns, I feel com-
pelled to try to undo those
(sometimes innocuous, but of-
ten damaging) prevarications.

As I compose these
thoughts, I actually have
no idea how this mes-
sage will, or can, be
transmitted to your (the
reader’s) world. As yet, I
am too new here to un-
derstand all the commu-
nication mechanisms
within this place—let
alone being able to con-
tact an outside location.
So I intend to get these
thoughts down and
worry about problems of
transmission later. It’s
most important that I do this
before I get too used to this
place and too busy exploring
the almost limitless possibili-
ties here. And before I forget
too much about your world
(which is critical, so I can de-
scribe this place in terms of
your perception so that it
makes some sense to you), |
need to finish this message.

Most of the individuals
here are well beyond worrying

about their previous existence
and wouldn’t even have a
passing thought about this
kind of project. I presume
that my attention will be fo-
cused on more essential
things, soon. I want to get on
with my life here, but I also
want to get these thoughts “off
my chest.”

As you see, I'm somewhat
conflicted. That’s OK here.
Individuals have conflicting
thoughts, internally in their
own minds, and with others as
well. Sorry to disappoint you,
but universal and absolute an-
swers do not automatically

“There are a lot of other
erroneous concepts about
this place. It’s not eternal.
Eternity lasts a long time
and we understand that
there are many more levels
to transition to. Of course,
this is just a rumor.”

and fully come with the transi-
tion. We still search here,
have differing opinions and
even argue. Ideas are just ex-
pressed and shared differ-
ently.

Groups with like thoughts
may congregate to strengthen
their philosophy, but, luckily,
there is no physical conflict—
no pushing and shoving, no
thrashing, no war. By our
very nature, we can only deal
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with differ-
ences of opinion
through com-
munications.
They can be
Intense or im-
passioned, but
always civil
and respectful.

You see, because there is
no established hierarchy here,
decisions regarding differences
are rarely made. We either
agree or agree to disagree. No
one tells us what to believe.
There is plenty of flexibility
for everyone to establish their
own framework of reality.
And since there are so
many variables, belief
systems are similarly
amazingly variable.
That’s what makes
this place so much
fun. Any beings who
promote their per-
sonal belief system as
superior to others are
considered 1ll-
mannered and are
generally avoided.

Without a hierar-
chy to dictate what is
right or wrong, with-
out judges to decide for others,
there is no discontent when
others disagree. Because
really, there is no impact to a
disagreement. No properties
to establish ownership of, no
bodily harm to impose punish-
ment for and in general, no
absolute “rights” to “wrong.”

But I seem to be describing
this place in the negative—
how it’s not like your world.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

That is because the language
that I'm using (because it is
familiar to you) doesn’t ade-
quately deal with abstraction
very well

The concept of seven di-
mensions i1s hard to describe to
people who have a hard time
dealing with “time” as a fourth
dimension. So it is virtually
impossible to make clear the
freedom one experiences in
being able to easily and in-
stantly move from one envi-
ronment to an-
other—or to be in
more than one
place at a time. It
takes a little prac-
tice, but it’s truly
worth the effort.

The concept of
communication,
without forcing air
past vibrating vocal
cords, is equally
strange, but you
can see how under-
standing each
other’s thoughts
can lead to much
more expansive and
fulfilling discussions. Adding
true emotional content to a
conversation automatically
results in complete honest and
empathetic understanding.

Adding several dimensions
to both space and communica-
tion is truly liberating and
wasn’t possible at all when we
had to lug around all our
physical baggage. A physical
world is so limiting—so
ephemeral.

Let’s face it, things get
damaged, things wear out,

<
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things can’t transit instantly
or be in two places at one
time. Things can be beautiful
or ugly, strong or weak, can be
artificially grouped using un-
important attributes to sepa-
rate and treat unfairly. En-
ergy systems are so much
more versatile, are understood
and liked (or disliked) for
what they really are. And en-
ergy systems last longer—not
forever, but longer. And when
they finally fade, transitioning
into the next level, it’s not so
prolonged and painful.

One thing you’ll be happy
to know, we don’t transition
with our behavioral baggage
either. Everyone is welcome,
and we get to start here from
scratch. Without any en-
trance criteria or exam and no
delegated authority, any pre-
vious transgressions are ig-
nored. Since interaction pro-
tocols are completely different
here, what took place in primi-
tive previous existence really
doesn’t matter. And besides,
there’s no place else for a lib-
erated energy system to go.

e
&l
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Don’t get me wrong. Rules
in your world are necessary
and transgressions must be
dealt with in order to have a
reasonably stable civilization.
But making a successful tran-
sition here based on good be-
havior there is misinformation
that is fraught with all sorts of
potential for conflicts of inter-
pretation and conflicts of in-
terest.

There are a lot of other er-
roneous concepts about this
place. It’s not eternal. Eter-
nity lasts a long time, and we
understand
that there are
many more
levels to tran-
sition to. Of
course, this is
just a rumor.
Just like we
didn’t really
understand
this transition
when we lived
in your world,
we're unlikely
to fully appre-
ciate the next
transition until
we get there

/_\

Finally, the atheists were
right. There is no god here—
not even a designated leader.
Some theorize that a god ex-
ists in the fourth or fifth level,
but I had my doubts before
and I still have my doubts.

It’s just us—systems of or-
ganized energy that have
thoughts, personalities, and
passions. And we’ll enjoy it
while it lasts—but who
knows how long that
will be? We don’t have
any clocks either.
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Believe It Or Not

Roger Curry

“So wondered, so talked Mrs.
Jennings. Her opinion varying
with every fresh conjecture, and
all seeming equally probable as
they arose. Elinor, though she felt
really interested in the welfare of
Colonel Brandon, could not be-
stow all the wonder on his going
so suddenly away, which Mrs.
Jennings was desirous of her feel-
ing; for besides that the circum-
stance did not in her opinion jus-
tify such lasting amazement or
variety of speculation, her won-
der was otherwise disposed

of.” (Sense and Sensibility, Jane
Austen, chapter 14.)

gave a talk entitled “New

Revelations in the JFK As-
sassination Case,” yet revelation
seems far too strong a word to
justify what was presented. The
allegations presented would re-
quire a conspiracy as large as the
fake moon landings or the gov-
ernment planting bombs inside
the World Trade Center. The pre-
senter stated as fact that the evi-
dence within the Book Depository
building was tampered with or
fabricated, ignoring forensic evi-
dence and plausible explanation.
He contended that trained govern-
ment snipers could not duplicate

I n March 2013, our presenter
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the fatal shot (it was done and
videotaped using the same rifle,
scope, and ammunition batch
used by Oswald in a test in Aus-
tralia), that the rifle scope was not
collimated to its target (a hastily
discarded rifle would assure that
it was not). He told us that the
“magic bullet” was pristine and
could not have caused multiple
wounds to two humans—again

this hypothesis was tested in Aus-
tralia using anatomically correct
dummies based on the height,
frame, and mass of JFK and Gov-
ernor Connelly. The “magic bul-
let” was, in fact, not pristine, and
test firing of multiple identical
ammunition rounds produced re-
sults that are consistent with the

Monthly Social
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“magic bullet,”
provided that
the bullet
passed mostly
through tissue.
All of these
very believable
results are
documented in the Discovery
Channel program: “JFK: Beyond
the Magic Bullet” that is available
on Amazon and even on You-
Tube.

For my own part, I place a
much greater weight on forensic
evidence and scientifically repro-
ducible test results than on con-
jectures with nothing to back
them up save the author’s own
assurance of their veracity. As a
long-time believer in the value of
science, I believe in the tenet:
“Extraordinary claims require
extraordinary evidence.” I found
none in Dr. Simon’s talk. For me,
until there is ever found more
physical evidence and less specu-
lation, we should apply Occam’s
razor

“But still I might not have
believed it, for where the mind is
perhaps rather unwilling to be
convinced, it will always find
something to support its
doubts...” (Sense and Sen-

b
sibility, Jane Austen, chap- Y
ter 27.) 2

OLIVE GARDEN on Philips Highway, across from the Avenues Mall.

Tuesday May 28, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. Proceed directly to our room.
Drinks at 6:00. Dinner at 7:00. (Order from the menu.)

CarrieRen@att.net (or 268-8826) by Tues. a.m., if you plan to go!
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The Ultimate Stalker

HEAVENLY FATHER
IS LUATCHING YOU

Liz Murad

ust tune your TV to one

of the “T'rue” crime chan-

nels to see stories of peo-
ple who are being or have been
stalked. Watch and experi-
ence vicariously the fear suf-
fered by the victim. Imagine
yourself in his or her position.
Imagine constantly looking
over your shoulder. Imagine
locking and unlocking a series
of dead bolts on your door
every time you enter or leave
your home. Imagine learning
that your phone and your com-
puter have been compromised
by that stalker. Your calls,
your emails, your passwords,
all stolen. Even your snail
mail has been read. Imagine
there are listening devices and
cameras hidden everywhere.
Your stalker hears and sees
everything; your every word
and action. Imagine realizing
that you have no place to hide,

SLAVERY IS FREEDOM
DEATH IS LIFE
IGNORANCE IS KNOLWLEDLCE
LLUEAKNESS IS STRENLGTH

that no matter what you do, no
matter where you go, your
stalker will be right there.

You make plans, but your
stalker seems to read your
mind. Your stalker has com-

plete power over you and your
life.

Now
imagine that
the stalker
has the
power of life
and death as
well. And
when it
seems that
death would be preferable to
this constant, haunting pres-
ence, you learn that he has the
power to follow you even after
you die. There will never be
any escape!

Now why is it that millions
of people accept, honor W,

and love this stalker— "
and call him God? > |

Liz Murad lives in Fort
Pierce, FL and would enjoy
hearing from you. Liz can be
reached at aboinkm@att.net

To view Liz’s April ’13 talk,
“From Nundom to Freedom” see

http://firstcoastfreethoughtsoci
ety.org/cms/videos

Ongoing FCFS Activities

Dinners for Doubters: Sign up to attend or to host a dinner yourself. If a dinner is scheduled, sign-
up sheets will be found at the back table at the monthly meetings. For details, see the website,
http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org, or ask a greeter at the back table, at a meeting.

Second Harvest Second Saturday: On the 2nd Saturday of every month, 10:00 a.m. to noon,
join FCFS members and JAM (Jacksonville Atheist Meetup) group members, to volunteer at the

Second Harvest North Florida food bank warehouse, 1502 Jessie Street, to help distribute food to the
less fortunate in North FL. See http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org or call Fed Hill, 904-358-3610.

Secular Sunday Morning in the Park: Freethinkers, let’s get acquainted and enjoy intelligent
conversation the 4th Sunday of every month (unless inclement weather prevails) at 10 a.m. until ?
under the pavilion at Losco Park, 10851 Hood Rd., S., Jacksonville 32257, between Shad and Losco
Roads. For directions, call Beth Perry at 904-733-5489 or Google the address. We generally provide
coffee. Bring a breakfast snack and a chair or two. Note, if it’s too hot under the pavilion, we take

our chairs to some trees with a nice breeze. Mark your calendar. We hope to see you there!

Caring Tree: If a telephone call, flowers, or a sympathy card to a member is in order, please contact
Judy Hankins at 904-724-8188, or e-mail her at info@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org.
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First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. FCFS 2012 Board Members
P.O. Box 550591 President Earl Coggins 521-5039
Jacksonville, FL. 32255-0591 Vice President Carrie Renwick 268-8826
904-419-8826 Secretary Don DuClose 388-3125
http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org Treasurer Stephen Peek 742-5390
At-Large Herb Gerson 363-6446
Statement of Purpose At-Large Fred Hill 358-3610
The First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. is an At Large Richard Keene 386-1121
educational, nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organi-
zation dedicated to supporting nonreligious persons Qther Appointments
in the Northeast Florida area and promoting a Parliamentarian Mark Renwick 616-2896
nontheistic approach to everyday life. E-mail Secretary Carrie Renwick 268-8826
Meetings Committees and Chairs
The FCFS meets the THIRD Monday of each Editorial Fred Hill 358-3610
month at'the Unita.riap Universalist Church of Community
J_ acksonville, upstairs in the sgnctuary., 7405 Ar- Outreach Richard Keene 386-1121
lington Expressway, J acks.onv‘llle., Florld‘a 32211, Finance Stephen Peek 749-5390
(904).725-8133. Meeting time: 6:30 to .8.30 p.m. Fundraising Carrie Renwick 2688826
Meetings are free and open to the public. Doors ] )
open at 6:00 p.m. Mem})?rshlp Judy‘ Hankln‘s 724-8188
For other activities besides monthly meetings, Publicity Carrie Reanlck 268-8826
Website Mark Renwick 616-2896

please see the website, brochure, or newsletter.

First Coast
Freel' hinkexrxr

The First Coast FreeThinker is published for all
freethinkers and potential freethinkers. Nonmem-
bers may receive the e-mail version indefinitely.
Nonmembers may receive three hard-copy issues
free, after which they must join the FCFS to con-
tinue to receive hard copy.

Readers are invited and encouraged to reprint
our original materials provided they give credit to
this publication. The officials of the FCFS are not
responsible for opinions or other statements ex-
pressed in this newsletter. The FreeThinker is in-
tended to convey ideas that stimulate thought and
promote discussion on a variety of subjects.

Information for Contributors

We welcome submissions. Articles for considera-
tion should be submitted via e-mail to the e-mail ad-
dress shown below. Contributors who cannot submit
manuscripts electronically may send them to Fred
Hill, 1817 Egner St., Jacksonville, FL. 32206. The

deadline for time-sensitive submissions is the
THIRD SATURDAY of each month for the following

month’s issue.

We prefer articles no longer than 1,000 words.
Longer articles will be evaluated in terms of whether
their importance and degree of interest to our read-
ers warrant publication.

Subject matter must tie in with freethought
or with the Affirmations of Humanism (found on
our website). All accepted manuscripts are subject to
editorial modification. Our style guide is The Chi-
cago Manual of Style. Manuscript submissions can-
not be returned. Authors are responsible for the ac-
curacy of all quotations and for supplying complete
references where applicable.

E-mail Address for Submissions
Editor@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org

ADVERTISING RATES: Eighth-page (business
card size) $25.00, quarter-page $50.00, half-
page $75.00, and whole page $100.

To advertise, contact Fred Hill at 904-3610, or
Editor@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org
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First Coast Freethought Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, F1. 32255-0591 - (904) 419-8826
2013 Membership Application

Name Date

Home address City State Zip Code
E-mail address Home phone Business phone

Occupation Areas of interest and/or expertise

How did you hear about us? Comments?

Membership level (please select one):

[] Regular ($30/yr.) [] Carl Sagan ($50/yr.) [ Charles Darwin ($200/yr.)
[] Student ($15/yr.) [] Bertrand Russell ($75/yr.) [l RobertIngersoll ($500/yr.)
[] Senior - 65+ ($15/yr.) [1 Thomas Paine ($100/yr.) [] Lifetime ($1,000)

] Family ($45/yr.)

Do you object to your name appearing on our membership list, distributed to other members? [ ] Yes [INo
I’m interesting in getting involved in the FCFS as a(n):

[] General member [] Committee member [] Officer [1 Financial supporter

e Annual dues cover the period of January 1 through December 31.

o The initial dues for new members joining in July through September are half the regular
rates. Membership extends to the end of the current calendar year.

e The initial dues for new members joining in October through December are the full,
regular rates. Membership extends to the end of the following calendar year.
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You can make a lasting impact on the future of
freethought and secular humanism in this community
...if you provide for the First Coast Freethought Society in your Will.
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Your bequest will ensure that the FCFS continues to be a beacon for freethinkers
on the First Coast and to remain a vital Voice of Reason in the Northeast Florida area.
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Several options are available for establishing a bequest (specific, percentage, residual, or
contingent). We will be happy to provide the appropriate wording to you
and your attorney, depending upon your wishes.
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For further information, contact
Carrie Renwick, P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, FL. 32255-0591 or
904-419-8826 e CarricRen@att.net ® http:/firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org
All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence.
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Upcoming Freethought Events of Interest on the First Coast

Monday May 20 FCFS Monthly Meeting, Jacksonville - 6:30 p.m.

Sunday May 26 FCFS Secular Sunday in the Park, Jacksonville - 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday May 28 FCFS Monthly Social at Olive Garden, Jacksonville - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday June 2 Humanist Book Discussion Group - Jacksonville - 2:00 p.m.
Monday June 10 JAM Meetup at European Street Café in San Marco - 6:30 p.m.
Monday June 10 Humanist Book Discussion Group - St. Augustine - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday June 15 FCFS Deadline to submit articles for July 2013 FreeThinker
Monday June 17 FCFS Monthly Meeting, Jacksonville - 6:30 p.m.

First Coast Freethought Society (FCFS) e http://www firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/
Jacksonville Atheist, Agnostic, Secular Meetup Group (JAM) e http://www.jaxatheists.com/
Northeast Florida Coalition of Reason (NeFCoR) e http://NorthEastFloridaCoR.org/

Dragon Tiger Marhal Arts
@ The FCFS is a proud member of the
Humanists of Florida Association and the
-Practical Self-Defense! -Affordable, no Contracts! . ..
-Getin shape! -First 2 classes free! Northeast Florida Coalition of Reason.
Dragontigerma.webs.com 904 382 1230

Meet Our May Speaker: David Jaffee, Ph.D.

ur May speaker, Dr. David Jaffee, currently serves as Professor of Sociol-

ogy in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, at the University of

North Florida. He received his Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst, his MA in Political Science from Washington Univer-
sity-St. Louis, and his BA in Political Science from the University of Florida.

Jaffee’s research, writing, and publication are in the areas of social and eco-
nomic development, organization theory, political economy, and higher education.
He is the author of two books—Leuvels of Socio-Economic Development Theory
(Praeger) and Organization Theory: Tension and Change (McGraw-Hill) and nu-
merous articles. He is currently heading up The Ports Project at the University of North Florida that
examines the socio-economic implications of a port economy growth strategy for cities and regions.

At the University of North Florida, Jaffee has held several different academic administrative po-
sitions, including Director of the Office of Faculty Enhancement, Associate Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences, Acting Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, and Assistant Vice President for
Undergraduate Studies. During the 2010-2011 academic year, Jaffee was a visiting General
Education Fulbright Scholar at the City University of Hong Kong.

Dr. Jaffee’s title for his May talk is, “Understanding the Economic Crisis: A Neo-Marxist
Perspective.” Join us!
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